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Hello Tiger Country!
BY DR. JAHMAL MOSLEY

I  hope this communication finds you well .   There
is so much to talk or write about so let 's  get
started.  November is  here and Veteran's Day is
tomorrow.  First ,  thank you to our veterans and
their families for their  service and sacrif ice(s)  for
our country.   I f  you see veterans in the
community,  please take a moment and thank
them.  As a son of a Marine,  our veterans are
amazing and continue to inspire and motivate
the next generation of leaders in this country.  
 Again,  thank you for your service!
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In each edi t ion of  the Tiger Times, we wi l l  feature a br ief  prof i le
of  new staf f  to the distr ict .  This edi t ion,  I  thought i t  would be
appropr iate to start  wi th mysel f .
 
Born:  Brockton, MA
Education:  Brockton High School ,  Universi ty of  Massachusetts -  Amherst ,  Wheelock
Col lege-Boston Universi ty,  Universi ty of  Massachusetts -  Amherst .
Family:   We have three (3) chi ldren:  Sophia (18),  Ruthy (17) and Hutchy (15).   My
oldest at tends Temple Universi ty.  To my UMass Alumni reading this Tiger Times, I  am
real ly sorry.   I  t r ied everything to get my oldest to at tend UMass, Amherst  -
EVERYTHING.  I  even tr ied father br ibe,  but i t  d idn' t  work.  SMH (Shaking My Head)
I  st i l l  have two more potent ia l  opt ions (Ruthy and Hutchy) in the works,  I  real ly don' t
know.  Please know that you wi l l  not  see me wearing any Temple gear sweatshir t  or  t -
shir t  publ ic ly.   The only col lege clothing I  wi l l  wear is UMass.  Again,  I  love UMass
and for the UMass Alumni,  I  was at  the Mul l ins Center when Mike Wil l iams hi t  the
game winning shot against  Temple.   😊
Siblings:  Twin Brother (Jason Mosley),  Occupat ion:  Pol ice Off icer.   I  am the younger
twin by one minute;  Younger Sister (Daniela Burgos),  Occupat ion:  Nurse. 
Favorite Movie or Netf l ix Series:  Shawshank Redemption.  I  came to love and
appreciate th is movie dur ing my t ime at  UMass, Amherst .   At  the t ime, only certain
movies were avai lable to students through the cable system at the universi ty.   No
Netf l ix ,  DVR, Amazon Pr ime, cel l  phones, etc.   Just  one movie every four hours and
students l iv ing in the dormitor ies watched the movie at  the same t ime.  And yes, I  was
at the Universi ty when the card catalog was in fu l l  operat ion.  
Favorite Color:  Blue
Favorite Hobby:  Beekeeping. (Russian Bees to the r ight)
Favorite Song:   Can You Feel  I t ,  by The Jacksons
Favorite Song that Motivates Me When Writ ing Educationally:  
     To Sir  With Love, by Lulu
Favorite Actor:   Sidney Poi t ier
Last Time I  Cried:  When Ironman died in Endgame.
Favorite Place to Eat Locally:  Atk ins Farm - On Fr idays,  you might see me order ing
a maple donut wi th f rost ing and bacon.  This is my favor i te! !   Okay, okay.. .  Someone
reading this wi l l  probably check some video at  the farm on me, so I  wi l l  come clean, I
may have engaged in a s l ight  prevar icat ion.  Maybe you might see me at  Atkins on
Thursdays before School  Commit tee Meet ings AND Fr idays.  What can I  say,  I  love
their  donuts,  honey and sandwiches.
  Next Issue of Tiger Times Wil l  Profi le:   Assistant Super intendent,  Dr.  Mark McLaughl in

Who is New to Tiger Country?
Dr. Jahmal Mosley

TIGER TIMES| PAGE 3 Share your tale with us!

Dr. Mosley and Daugher, Sophia
at UMass - Amherst



Professional Development in Tigerland
Teachers,  para-educators and school  and distr ict  leaders
gathered at  the Michael  E.  Smith Middle School  in cross
grade level  teams to address some important issues facing
educat ion in the COVID and post-COVID era.  Whi le high
school  teachers couldn’ t  jo in their  other col leagues due to
required make up days, they wi l l  be part  of  th is important
work moving forward.
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Emerging Importance of  Student Mental  Heal th and Wel lness
How can the distr ict  ef fect ively address students '  mental  heal th?

State and Federal  Accountabi l i ty  Measures
How to meet State and Federal  Accountabi l i ty  measures whi le cont inuing to
meet the needs of  a l l  s tudents?

State and Distr ict 's  Commitment to Diversi ty,  Equi ty and Inclusion (DEI)
How does South Hadley staf f  support  the diverse needs of  a l l  the students
they serve?

Parent and Community Expectat ions
How does the distr ict  meet parents '  and community 's academic and social
emot ional  expectat ions?

Educat ional  Data
What di f ferent iates good data f rom unhelpful  data?

Bui ld ing Even Greater Partnerships Between Regular Educat ion and Special
Educat ion

How do students benef i t  f rom the community 's partnership and col laborat ion
with outside agencies?

Like any important work,  those who engage in teaching and learning must always
consider how to improve their  pract ice to provide the best service possible for  those
they serve; the students of  South Hadley Publ ic Schools.  
 
On November 2nd teachers f rom across the distr ict  accepted this chal lenge in the
context  of  the changing environment of  school ing brought about by COVID-19.
Educators discussed the fol lowing topics and quest ions:
 

 
From the very important educators '  ref lect ions coming of f  these r ich discussions, the
distr ict  wi l l  bui ld,  develop and sustain a mult i -year professional  development
program plan that supports teachers in their  personal  and professional  growth.
 



Capital Improvements:  
The Tiger's Den
South Hadley High School
Over the course of  the last  couple of  months,  you have heard
our administrat ive team discussing capi ta l  improvements and
infrastructure concerns throughout the distr ict .  
 
At  the high school ,  we successful ly remediated/mit igated the
mold in the bui ld ing.  However,  we are not in the c lear for  h igh
school  infrastructure as there are preventat ive measures that
must be addressed immediately.  Fai lure to take act ion could
resul t  in the mold returning in the warmer months;  and we wi l l
be in a s imi lar  s i tuat ion next summer or fa l l .   To be clear to the
publ ic,  the high school  st i l l  needs addi t ional  structural
modif icat ions and HVAC upgrades, possibly replacement.  
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The distr ict  is  current ly working with the Select  Board to request al l  the money that
is needed to pay for the test ing,  mold mit igat ion and purchase of  replacement i tems
that were lost  due to the mold.  The total  cost  for  everything is $908,939.94. The
Select  board or ig inal ly approved in September $500,000 in ARP rel ief  funds to
cover the costs of  mit igat ing the mold.  On October 26th in a jo int  meet ing wi th the
School  Commit tee, the Select  Board approved an addi t ional  $341,074.13. The total
of  both of  these approvals wi l l  cover al l  of  the test ing and mit igat ion costs for  the
bui ld ing.  The amount that  we are hoping to have approved soon is $67,865.81
which covers the dumpsters that  were needed for al l  the mater ia ls that  were thrown
away and the purchase of  replacement i tems. We have put together a l is t  to send to
the Select  Board that includes i tems l ike American Flags, Emergency Bags for each
classroom, and curr iculum mater ia ls that  are necessary to cont inue teaching,
learning and safety at  the high school .
 
The next i tem the distr ict  needs to pursue is prevent ing a s imi lar  mold s i tuat ion
from reoccurr ing in the future.  We’ve had several  outs ide sources including the
DPH, engineers,  HVAC companies and archi tects come to evaluate the humidi ty
and moisture problems at  the high school .  We are current ly wai t ing to receive al l  of
those thorough reports.  Once we receive the reports and we are able to determine
what would be the best solut ion to stop and prevent humidi ty and moisture in the
bui ld ing,  we wi l l  be present ing a Capi tal  Improvement Plan to the town.
 
 
 
 



Capital Improvements:  
The Tiger Keeps Roaring
at Mosier School

We have made great progress related to the egress and handicapped ramp at  Mosier
School .   LaRochel le Construct ion is expect ing to complete their  work th is week and the
distr ict  has already scheduled the Town Bui ld ing inspector to inspect the work that  was
completed.  Once the bui ld ing inspector has cleared the portables,  the plan is to work
towards transi t ioning students back into the portable c lassrooms as quickly as possible.  
 The distr ict 's  hope is that  th is process wi l l  be completed and Mosier wi l l  funct ion as
normal by Thanksgiv ing break. 
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Tiger Test & Stay Program 

Part ic ipat ing students who are ident i f ied as c lose contacts
agree to be tested dai ly for  seven days, as required for
part ic ipat ion in the program, and may cont inue to at tend school
as long as they remain symptom free and receive negat ive test
resul ts dai ly for  the required seven days of  test ing.
Students who choose not to part ic ipate in the Test and Stay Program
must quarant ine IF  they are ident i f ied as c lose contacts,  as required
by DESE and the South Hadley Publ ic Heal th Department websi te
l inks.  ht tps: / /www.cic-heal th.com/consent/ma?distr ict=nul l
The Test and Stay Program wi l l  begin as soon as staf f  f rom CIC and
their  staf f ing partners have been of f ic ia l ly  assigned to South Hadley.
That process is underway, as are the f inal  steps of  the onboarding
process. Look for informat ion about the start  date of  Test and Stay in
the coming days. Meanwhi le,  check out the l ink to the consent form
and send i t  in! ! !   ht tps: / /www.cic-heal th.com/consent/ma?distr ict=nul l
Under th is program test ing occurs on school  days and appl ies
for school  hours only.
An indiv idual  should quarant ine on weekends and hol idays,  and
after school  hours unless they are at tending a school  sponsored
event.  I f  at tending a school  sponsored event on a weekend as a
part ic ipant,  a student must use the test  that  is  provided by the
Test and Stay Program. More informat ion on that wi l l  be shared
soon.
Final ly,  the distr ict  wi l l  sponsor a publ ic forum to discuss
quest ions related to the Test & Stay Program in South Hadley
Publ ic Schools and COVID protocols and procedures in the
distr ict .

Test and Stay consent forms, required for part ic ipat ion in the program,
were sent out v ia school  messenger on November 4th to al l  registered
fami l ies/caregivers wi th in the South Hadley Publ ic Schools.
ht tps: / /www.cic-heal th.com/consent/ma?distr ict=nul l

As soon as we receive a completed consent form for each
part ic ipat ing student that  student wi l l  then be enrol led in the Test
and Stay Program. Here’s what that  means:

Look for informat ion soon about date,  t ime and locat ion of  th is
publ ic forum.
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https://www.cic-health.com/consent/ma?district=null
https://www.cic-health.com/consent/ma?district=null
https://www.cic-health.com/consent/ma?district=null


All  chi ldren must be accompanied by a parent or guardian.
Everyone wishing to receive a vaccine MUST pre-register at  the
l ink provided above.
Any adul t  (parent or staf f  member) wishing to receive a vaccine or
booster MUST br ing his/her vaccine cards to the c l in ic in order to
ver i fy their  vaccine status.  

 Pediatr ic and adul t  vaccines wi l l  both be avai lable at  th is
cl in ic 

Thanks to our partners at  the Publ ic Heal th Department,  and Director
Sharon Hart  in part icular,  the distr ict  has been approved for a mobi le
vaccinat ion c l in ic.  The cl in ic wi l l  serve al l  e lementary/middle school
students (ages 5-11) in th is distr ict ,  in addi t ion to fami l ies and school
staf f .  

Here are some important facts to know about the upcoming vaccine
cl in ic:
DATE: November 18, 2021 
TIME:  2:30-6:30 PM 
LOCATION:  South Hadley High School  153 Newton Street.  
VACCINE BRAND  administered wi l l  be Pfizer only .  

This c l in ic wi l l  provide COVID vaccines only.  There wi l l  be NO f lu
shots administered at  th is c l in ic.  

Pre-registrat ion is required. The l ink for  pre-registrat ion can be found
below. The l ink also provides al l  the necessary consents that  must
be provided to successful ly register.  I f  you have any trouble
register ing,  you can reach out to Publ ic Heal th Director,  Sharon Hart ,
at  413-315-7307. Consent cannot be granted by phone.

https://home.color.com/vaccine/register/cataldo?calendar=6a1f33fd-4a9e-46e4-
9247-30f8dbe40429 

Some addi t ional  important informat ion  

The mobile vaccine clinic will  return to the same location on
December 9th from 2:30-6:30 to provide second doses of vaccine
to those who received their f irst dose on November 18th.  

VACCINATION, 
WHILE HIGHLY RECOMMENDED,

 IS NOT REQUIRED

Tiger Vaccine Clinic
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The South Hadley School District is committed to
initiating and supporting policies, practices and
pedagogies that promote social justice, diversity, and
inclusion. In celebration of our collective rich diversity, we
also seek to affirm and elevate historically marginalized
identities and experiences. We are fervent in our belief
that biased actions and hateful speech have no place in
our learning community. As one unified South Hadley
School District, our commitment to social justice and
educational equity will be reflected in our daily operations
including recruitment, admission, student and staff
retention, responsibility for modeling and reinforcing
upstander behavior, school and family support, hiring
practices, curriculum, and respectful dialogue.
 

 
Diversity, Equity and Inclusion 

Statement

At our last October School
Committee meeting the School
Committee adopted the
Diversity, Equity and Inclusion
Statement (DEI) as educators,
leaders and community
members in the South Hadley
Public Schools. We welcome
everyone in our diverse, 
 multiracial and multicultural
school community. 



BY DR. JAHMAL MOSLEY

This section is simply designed to generate a
smile,  make you think and wonder.😃

For instance,  I  did not understand why people
say,  " I  need a hair  cut!"   Is  this really accurate? 
 The person should say,  " I  need all  of  my hairs
cut" ;  as you are getting all  of  your hairs cut and
not just one!   
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As most of  you are aware, the high school  had a
delayed opening as the bui ld ing had to undergo
mold mediat ion.  As a resul t ,  students and staf f
needed to make up 11 school  days. 
 
The f i rst  make-up day was this Saturday, November
6. I  observed students and staf f  making the best out
of  a di f f icul t  s i tuat ion.  Thank you and to al l  who
were at  South Hadley high school .  The signs were
awesome!
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 Tiger Strong All Weekend Long



"Failures are the
building blocks of
innovation and
kindness"

Dr.  Moe
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Words of Inspiration

Tiger's Final Thoughts

The Tiger Times is still in its
infancy and each edition is an
evolution. We are trying to
make it interactive, fun to read
and student focused. 

Dr. Moe googled the quote
four t imes.  This is their
or ig inal  work.   I f  they are
wrong, please emai l  the
Tiger Times and they wi l l
pr int  a correct ion in the next
edi t ion.


